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Academic and Administrative Appointments 

 

2019 – 2026  

Hospital President, Tokyo Metropolitan Kasukabe Hospital  

Clinical Professor, Tokyo Metropolitan University  

Professor Emeritus, Yamagata University  

President Emeritus, Japan Society of Gastroenterological Surgery   

   

 



1998 – 2019 (20 years and 8.5 months)  

Professor and Chairman, First Department of Surgery  

Yamagata University School of Medicine  

→ Appointed as Full Professor (Chair) in 1998 and served 

continuously until mandatory retirement   

 

2006 – 2012 Vice Director, Yamagata University Hospital   

 

2012 – 2019 Vice Dean, Yamagata University School of Medicine     

 

1997 – 1998 Associate Professor, Division of 

Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic and Transplantation Surgery The 

University of Tokyo     

 

1992 – 1997 Senior Assistant Professor (equivalent to current 

Lecturer position) First Department of Surgery, The University of 

Tokyo   

 

※ This position corresponded to a faculty role with independent 

clinical, research, and educational responsibilities, comparable to 

today’s “Lecturer” level in Japan.     

 

1990 – 1992 Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow 

Medizinische Poliklinik, University of Würzburg, Germany  

 

 

 

  



 Curriculum Vitae  

 

 Prof. Dr. med. Wataru Kimura 

 (December 6, 1953)   

 

Academic and Administrative Appointments  2019 – present  

Hospital President, Tokyo Metropolitan Kasukabe Hospital  

Clinical Professor, Tokyo Metropolitan University  

Professor Emeritus, Yamagata University  

President Emeritus, Japan Society of Gastroenterological Surgery     

 

Full Professorship (Chair)   

1998 – 2019 (20 years and 8.5 months)  

Full Professor (Chair / Ordinarius equivalent)  

Chairman, First Department of Surgery  

Yamagata University School of Medicine 

• Appointed as Chair Professor (Lehrstuhlinhaber) in 1998  

• Served continuously until mandatory retirement  

• Responsible for clinical surgery, academic research, and medical 

education  

• Supervised doctoral candidates and junior faculty 

• Established an internationally recognized research program in 

pancreatic surgery     

 

University Leadership (Parallel Appointments)   

2006 – 2012  

Vice Director, Yamagata University Hospital   

 

2012 – 2019 

Vice Dean, Yamagata University School of Medicine     

 

The University of Tokyo   



 

1997 – 1998  

Associate Professor (Dozent equivalent)  

Division of Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic and Transplantation Surgery  

The University of Tokyo   

 

1992 – 1997  

Senior Assistant Professor  

(equivalent to current Lecturer / Oberassistent level)  

First Department of Surgery, The University of Tokyo   

 

This position involved independent responsibility for clinical practice, 

research leadership, and medical education, comparable to the 

German Oberassistent or Lecturer level, rather than a junior 

assistant role.     

 

 

International Research Fellowship   

 

1990 – 1992  

Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow Medizinische Poliklinik  

University of Würzburg, Germany     

 

Academic Profile (Kurzprofil für deutsche Gutachter) 

• Field: Pancreatic Surgery, Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic Surgery  

• Academic Status: Former Chair Professor (Ordinarius equivalent) 

• Chair Tenure: >20 years • International Recognition: Alexander von 

Humboldt Fellow  

• Leadership: University hospital management & medical faculty 

leadership  

• Scientific Contribution: Development of original surgical concepts 

widely known as the Kimura Method     



 

 

 

Curriculum Vitae   

Prof. Dr. med. Wataru Kimura (December 6, 1953)     

Education and Medical Training   

1973 – 1979  

Studied Medicine, Faculty of Medicine The University of Tokyo, 

Japan   

1979 Degree: Doctor of Medicine (M.D.)  

Licensed to practice medicine (Japan)   

1979 – 1980 Resident Department of Surgery and Anesthesiology 

The University of Tokyo Hospital     

 

Early Clinical Appointments   

 

1980 – 1982  

Member of Surgical Staff Kikkoman General Hospital, Japan     

 

Academic and Research Appointments   

 

1982 – 1983  

Resident / Junior Staff Surgeon  

First Department of Surgery The University of Tokyo   

1983 – 1987 Research Fellow  

Department of Clinical Pathology  

Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology 

• Experimental and translational research in pancreatic pathology  

• Early work on pancreatic inflammation and tissue injury     

 

Academic Qualification   

 



1988 Degree: Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Medicine  

The University of Tokyo     

 

Faculty Appointment 

 

1987 – 1989  

Lecturer  

Department of Surgery Dokkyo University Hospital, Saitama Medical 

Center  

• Independent clinical responsibility  

• Teaching of undergraduate and postgraduate trainees  

• Surgical research in pancreatology and gastrointestinal surgery     

 

Transition to International Research Career   

1990 Awarded Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship 

Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung   

 

This fellowship marked the beginning of long-term academic 

collaboration with German medical science and formed the 

foundation for subsequent international research activities. 

 

 

International Research Fellowship and Senior Academic 

Appointments   

 

(1990 – 1998)   

 

Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship   

 

1990 – 1992  

Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow  

Medizinische Poliklinik  



University of Würzburg, Germany   

 

Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung 

• Conducted advanced research in pancreatic diseases and 

gastrointestinal pathology 

• Established long-term academic collaboration with German clinical 

and basic scientists  

• This fellowship constituted a decisive step toward international 

academic independence     

 

 

Return to Japan – Advanced Academic Career   

1992 – 1997 Senior Assistant Professor 

 (equivalent to Lecturer / Oberassistent level)  

First Department of Surgery  

The University of Tokyo  

• Independent responsibility for complex pancreatic and hepatobiliary 

surgery 

• Leadership of clinical research projects in pancreatology  

• Supervision of junior surgeons and research trainees  

• Active involvement in undergraduate and postgraduate medical 

education   

 

This position corresponded not to a junior assistant role, but to a 

senior faculty level with autonomous clinical, research, and teaching 

responsibilities, comparable to the German Oberassistent or 

Lecturer position.     

 

1997 – 1998 Associate Professor (Dozent equivalent) Division of 

Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic and Transplantation Surgery The 

University of Tokyo  



• Senior academic appointment with expanded leadership 

responsibilities  

• Preparation for full professorship and departmental leadership     

 

Appointment to Full Professorship   

 

1998  

Appointed Full Professor (Chair / Ordinarius equivalent)  

First Department of Surgery  

Yamagata University School of Medicine   

 

This appointment marked the transition to long-term leadership as 

Chair Professor (Lehrstuhlinhaber), which continued uninterrupted 

for over two decades until mandatory retirement.  

 

 

 CURRICULUM VITAE (Kurz-CV)  

for the Alexander von Humboldt Forschungspreis   

Prof. Dr. med. Wataru Kimura   

Date of birth: December 6, 1953  

Nationality: Japanese  

Current position: Hospital President, Tokyo Metropolitan Kasukabe 

Hospital Professor Emeritus, Yamagata University     

 

 

Academic Career Overview   

 

Prof. Wataru Kimura is an internationally recognized 

surgeon-scientist in the field of pancreatic and hepatobiliary surgery. 

His academic career follows a classical German academic trajectory, 

characterized by early clinical training, doctoral qualification, 

international research independence as a Humboldt Fellow, and 



long-term leadership as a Chair Professor (Ordinarius equivalent) at 

a national university.     

 

Education and Academic Degrees   

 

1973 – 1979  

Faculty of Medicine, The University of Tokyo, Japan   

 

1979  

Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) Licensed to practice medicine (Japan)   

 

1988 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D. in Medicine)  

The University of Tokyo     

 

Clinical and Academic Appointments   

 

1979 – 1980  

Resident (Surgery and Anesthesiology),  

The University of Tokyo Hospital   

 

1980 – 1982  

Member of Surgical Staff,  

Kikkoman General Hospital, Japan   

 

1982 – 1983 Junior Staff Surgeon, 

 First Department of Surgery, The University of Tokyo   

1983 – 1987 Research Fellow,  

Department of Clinical Pathology,  

Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology     

 

Early Faculty Appointment   

 



1987 – 1989 Lecturer, Department of Surgery, Dokkyo University 

Hospital (Saitama Medical Center)  

• Independent clinical responsibility  

• Teaching of medical students and residents  

• Research in pancreatic pathology and gastrointestinal surgery     

 

 

International Research Fellowship   

 

1990 – 1992  

Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellow  

Medizinische Poliklinik,  

University of Würzburg, Germany   

Alexander von Humboldt Stiftung   

During his Humboldt Fellowship, Prof. Kimura conducted advanced 

research on pancreatic diseases and gastrointestinal pathology, 

establishing long-term academic collaborations with German 

clinician-scientists. This period marked his transition to full 

international academic independence.     

 

 

Senior Academic Positions – The University of Tokyo   

 

1992 – 1997  

Senior Assistant Professor  

(equivalent to Lecturer / Oberassistent)  

First Department of Surgery, The University of Tokyo  

• Autonomous responsibility for advanced pancreatic and 

hepatobiliary surgery • Leadership of clinical research projects  

• Supervision of junior surgeons and researchers  

• Active role in undergraduate and postgraduate medical education   

 



1997 – 1998  

Associate Professor (Dozent equivalent)  

Division of Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic and Transplantation Surgery  

The University of Tokyo     

 

 

Full Professorship (Chair / Ordinarius Equivalent)   

1998 – 2019 (20 years and 8.5 months)  

Full Professor and Chairman First Department of Surgery  

Yamagata University School of Medicine  

• Appointed as Chair Professor (Lehrstuhlinhaber) in 1998  

• Continuous service until mandatory retirement  

• Full responsibility for clinical surgery, academic research, and 

medical education 

• Supervision of doctoral candidates and junior faculty  

• Establishment of an internationally visible research school in 

pancreatic surgery     

 

 

University Leadership   

 

2006 – 2012 Vice Director, Yamagata University Hospital   

 

2012 – 2019 Vice Dean, Yamagata University School of Medicine     

 

 

Research Fields  

• Pancreatic surgery and surgical anatomy of the pancreas  

• Spleen-preserving distal pancreatectomy  

• Cystic lesions and intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms 

(IPMN) 

• Autoimmune pancreatitis (IgG4-related disease)     



 

 

Scientific Contribution   

 

Prof. Kimura has developed original surgical concepts in pancreatic 

surgery, widely recognized as the “Kimura Method”, contributing 

significantly to safer surgical strategies and improved postoperative 

outcomes. His work integrates surgical anatomy, clinical innovation, 

and translational research.     

 

 

Academic Recognition (Selection)  

• Honorary President, Japan Society of Gastroenterological Surgery  

• Honorary Member of multiple national and international surgical 

societies  

• Alexander von Humboldt Fellow (1990–1992)     

 

Publications   

 

More than 180 peer-reviewed publications. Selected publications are 

indexed in PubMed (Kimura W / Wataru Kimura).     

 

 

Why this Kurz-CV fits Humboldt Forschungspreis  

• Clear Humboldt lineage (former Fellow → international 

collaboration)  

• Explicit Ordinarius / Chair equivalence  

• Long-term scientific independence and school formation 

• Strong compatibility with German academic evaluation culture   

 


